OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
ATYTORNEY SENERAL

¥Yebruary 7, 1939

Hono K. ﬂa gGriftin
County Attorney
Young County
Graham, Texas

Dear Sir:

Your lett has been received
by this Department whereir you s K opinion as to whe-
ther or not the fomny : legally appro-

priate money ¢ attormmy to assist
in prosecuting '

striet attorney shall represent
21l oriminal cases in the aistrict
district, exocept in cazes where

, bofore his election, employed ad-
sri any oriminal proceeding is had
amining court in his distriot or
jadge upon habeas corpus, and he is
notified of the mame, and is at the time within
the oounty where such proceeding is had, he
shall represent ths State therein, unless pre-
vented by other offioiel duties.”

The Commiszsionerst' Court can exercise only such
powers as the Constitution or the Legislature specifically
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eonfers upon them, Constitution, Article &, Bec. 18; Landman
ve. State (Court of Civil Appeals) 97 BW (84) £64-writ of
srror refused; Bland ve. Orr, 90 Tex. 492, 39 SW 8658; Mills
vs. Lampasas County, 90 Tex., 903, 40 SW 403,

We respectfully advise that we are unable to
£ind eny authority which would permit the Commissioners'
Court to appropriate money in hiring an outside attorney
to aseist the Distriet Attorney in the performance of such
duties and it is, therefore, the opinion of this Department
that such action on the part of the Commissioners' Court

would not be authorized.
Yeryg truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEIAS
(signed)}
wm. J. R. King

By
Assistant

WnkK: AW
AFPROVED:
(Signed)
Gerald C, Mann

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS



